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We Slaves of Suriname tells the history of the formation of the former Dutch colony of Suriname in

South America from the perspective of Anton De Kom, the son of a slave who became a tireless

resistance fighter and a member of the Communist Party after the German occupation of the

Netherlands in 1940. A key account of decolonialist history, We Slaves of Suriname integrates the

experience of Surinameâ€™s oppressed, multiethnic people into the greater history of South

America and adds to the narrative of struggles against slavery, imperialism, and racism. In his

scathingly defiant account, De Kom translates his personal anger at the brutal legacy of the Dutch

into a beautiful, passionate history and call-to-arms. First published in Dutch in 1934, and later

translated into Russian, German, and Spanish, the book now finally sees its English translation at a

time when the people of Suriname are still struggling against the vestiges of colonialism.
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"Originally written in Dutch, this anticolonial gem reveals in gender specific detail the extraordinary

cruelty of the slavery system in Suriname. We Slaves of Suriname brilliantly documents the roots of

Dutch Racism. De Komâ€™s sharp critique of worker exploitation made him one of the most

courageous advocates of social justice and dignity for the Surinamese." (Philomena Essed, Antioch

University)"Anton de Kom was one of the foremost freedom activists of Suriname, a former Dutch

colony in South America. Influenced by Marxism in the Netherlands, he advocated for

independence of his homeland as early as the 1930s. Through the eyes of a survivor of slavery, his

book reflects a reinterpretation ofÂ  Surinameâ€™s colonial history. This English version will



increase its prominence in the English speaking Caribbean." (Eric Jagdew, Anton de Kom University

of Suriname)

Anton de Kom was a Surinamese resistance fighter and a member of the Dutch resistance and the

Communist Party in The Hague after the German occupation of the Netherlands in 1940. He died

after being sent to a German concentration camp in 1945. Karwan Fatah-Black lectures on historical

globalization at Leiden University, Netherlands. Antonio Carmona Baez works at the Transnational

Institute in Amsterdam.
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